

King Case 
Figure to 
Be Freed 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI) - 
A possible witness in the 
assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. will soon be 
released from a menial hospi- 
tal she was committed to 
three months after King's 
death. 

But publicity may keep the 
witness, 62-year-old Grace 
Walden, from having a place 
to live when she is released, 
authorities said Wednesday 

Mrs. W'alden has said she 
saw a man running down a 
boarding house hallway only 
seconds after King was struck 
by a fatal rifle shot. The 
boarding house is across Mul- 
berry street from the Lor- 
raine Motel, where King was 
killed 

She told a Memphis televi- 
sion station, WREG-TV, that 
James Earl Ray is not the 
man she saw April 4, 1968 
Ray is serving a 99-year sen- 
tence on a guilty plea for 
King’s murder. 

‘JThey have the wrong 
man,” she said. “It was not 
Ray.” 

A group of religious leaders 
from around the country 
called Tuesday — the 10th 
anniversary of King’s death 
— for a new investigation of 
the assassination. The group 
also said Mrs. Walden should 
be released. 

Dr. Morris Cohen, superin- 
tendent of Western Mental 
Health Institute in Bolivar, 
said plans were for Mrs. Wal- 
den to be released to a board- 
ing house. He said she has 
been in a community prepara- 
tion unit for nine months and 
that the religious leaders had 
nothing to do with her release 
date. 

“She’s not locked up and 
she’s not hidden.” Cohen said. 


